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DAYTON, Ohio, October 28, 1974 --- The First Annual Con~erence on Local 
History, sponsored by the University o~ Dayton Department o~ History in 
cooperation with various local organizations, will be held at the University 
o~ Dayton on November 9, 1974. The con~erence, to be held in the Kennedy 
Union, will run ~rom 10 A.M. to 3 P.M. with a break for lunch. There is a 
$1 registration fee ~or adults and no charge for students. The program is 
open to the public. 
Featured as the head speaker on the program is Dr. Raymond Browne, 
Chairman of the Department of Popular Culture at Bowling Green University. 
Dr. Browne, noted author and lecturer on popular culture, folklore, and 
local history, will give the main address. Professors Bruce Taylor and Patrick 
Palermo of UD are co-chairmen of the conference. 
The conference will run concurrent morning and afternoon panel sessions, 
dealing with such subjects as "Preserving Buildings, Neighborhoods, and 
Communities"; "Things from the Past"; "Understanding Our Local History"; and 
"Historical Societies and their Communities." In addition to the panel 
sessions, there will be a resource room with displays and a continuous 
slide presentation. 
The conference is the consequence of the increased popularity of local 
history. The reviving tnterest in local history accounts, not only for 
more active historical societies and preservation programs, but also for 
the growing employment field o~ local history. 
In cooperation with the Department of History of the University of 
Dayton, the sponsoring organizations are: the Department of History of 
Wright State University; Phi Alpha Theta, History Honorary Fraternity, 
University of Dayton and Wright State University; Dayton and Montgomery 
County Library; Comparative Local History Program funded by the National 
Endowment for Humanities; and the Historical Societies of Montgomery County, 
Germantown, Kettering-Moraine, Centerville, Greene County, and Miamisburg. 
Prof. Palermo was recelltly funded by the National Endowment for 
Humanities to set up a Comparative Local History Program. This program 
gives students the opportunity to study the local history at Dayton during 
the school year, with added study in New York during the summer. The 
purpose of the program is to have students develop a greater appreciation 
for American traditions and their own roots within American experience. 
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